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Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) in the Bible 
By Zakir Naik 

Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) in the Old Testament: 

The Qur’an mentions in Surah Al-Araf chapter 7 verse 157: 

“Those who follow the Messenger, the unlettered Prophet, whom they find mentioned in their 
own (scriptures) in the law and the Gospel”. 

1. MUHAMMAD (PBUH) PROPHESISED IN THE BOOK OF DEUTERONOMY: 

Almighty God speaks to Moses in Book of Deuteronomy chapter 18 verse 18: 

“I will raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee, and I will put my 
words in his mouth; and     he shall speak unto them all that I shall command him.” 

The Christians say that this prophecy refers to Jesus (pbuh) because Jesus (pbuh) was like 
Moses (pbuh). Moses   (pbuh) was a Jew, as well as Jesus (pbuh) was a Jew. Moses (pbuh) 
was a Prophet and Jesus (pbuh) was also a Prophet. 

If these two are the only criteria for this prophecy to be fulfilled, then all the Prophets of the 
Bible who came after 
Moses (pbuh) such as Solomon, Isaiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Malachi, John the 
Baptist, etc. (pbut) will 
fulfill this prophecy since all were Jews as well as prophets. 

However, it is Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) who is like Moses (pbuh): 

i) Both had a father and a mother, while Jesus (pbuh) was born miraculously without any 
male intervention. 

[Mathew 1:18 and Luke 1:35 and also Al-Qur'an 3:42-47] 

ii) Both were married and had children. Jesus (pbuh) according to the Bible did not marry nor 
had children. 

iii) Both died natural deaths. Jesus (pbuh) has been raised up alive. (4:157-158) 

Muhammad (pbuh) is from among the brethren of Moses (pbuh). Arabs are brethren of Jews. 
Abraham (pbuh) had two sons: Ishmail and Isaac (pbut). The Arabs are the descendants of 
Ishmail (pbuh) and the Jews are the descendants of Isaac (pbuh). 

Words in the mouth: 

Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) was unlettered and whatever revelations he received from 
Almighty God he repeated them verbatim. 

“I will raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee, and will put my 
words in his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that I shall command him.” 

[Deuteronomy 18:18] 

iv) Both besides being Prophets were also kings i.e. they could inflict capital punishment. 
Jesus (pbuh) said,     “My kingdom is not of this world.” (John 18:36). 
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v) Both were accepted as Prophets by their people in their lifetime but Jesus (pbuh) was 
rejected by his 
people. John chapter 1 verse 11 states, “He came unto his own, but his own received him not.” 

iv) Both brought new laws and new regulations for their people. Jesus (pbuh) according to the 
Bible did not bring   any new laws. (Mathew 5:17-18). 

2. It is Mentioned in the book of Deuteronomy chapter 18:19 

“And it shall come to pass, that whosoever will not harken unto my words which he shall 
speak in my name, I will     require it of him.” 

3. Muhammad (pbuh) is prophesised in the book of Isaiah: 

It is mentioned in the book of Isaiah chapter 29 verse 12: 

“And the book is delivered to him that is not learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee: and he 
saith, I am not learned.” 

When Archangel Gabrail commanded Muhammad (pbuh) by saying Iqra – “Read”, he replied, 
“I am not learned”. 

4. Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) mentioned by name in the old testament: 

Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) is mentioned by name in the Song of Solomon chapter 5 verse 16: 

“Hikko Mamittakim we kullo Muhammadim Zehdoodeh wa Zehraee Bayna Jerusalem.” 

“His mouth is most sweet: yea, he is altogether lovely. This is my beloved, and this is my 
friend, O daughters of Jerusalem.” 

In the Hebrew language im is added for respect. Similarely im is added after the name of 
Prophet Muhammad 
(pbuh) to make it Muhammadim. In English translation they have even translated the name 
of Prophet Muhammad     (pbuh) as “altogether lovely”, but in the Old Testament in Hebrew, 
the name of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) is yet      present. 

Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) in the New Testament: 

Al-Qur’an Chapter 61 Verse 6: 

“And remember, Jesus, the son of Mary, said, ‘O Children of Israel! I am the messenger of 
Allah (sent) to you, confirming the Law (which came) before me and giving glad tidings of a 
messenger to come after me, whose name shall be Ahmed.’ But when he came to them with 
clear signs, they said, ‘This is evident sorcery!’ “ 

All the prophecies mentioned in the Old Testament regarding Muhammad (pbuh) besides 
applying to the Jews also hold good for the Christians. 

1. John chapter 14 verse 16: 
“And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with 
you forever.” 

2. Gospel of John chapter 15 verse 26: 
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“But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit 
of truth, which 
proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me.” 

3.Gospel of John chapter 16 verse 7: 

“Nevertheless I tell you the truth; it is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, 
the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you”. 

“Ahmed” or “Muhammad” meaning “the one who praises” or “the praised one” is almost the 
translation of the 
Greek word Periclytos. In the Gospel of John 14:16, 15:26, and 16:7. The word ‘Comforter’ is 
used in the English      translation for the Greek word Paracletos which means advocate or a 
kind friend rather than a comforter. 
Paracletos is the warped reading for Periclytos. Jesus (pbuh) actually prophesised Ahmed by 
name. Even the 
Greek word Paraclete refers to the Prophet (pbuh) who is a mercy for all creatures. 

Some Christians say that the Comforter mentioned in these prophecies refers to the Holy 
Sprit. They fail to realise 
that the prophecy clearly says that only if Jesus (pbuh) departs will the Comforter come. The 
Bible states that the 
Holy Spirit was already present on earth before and during the time of Jesus (pbuh), in the 
womb of Elizabeth, and    again when Jesus (pbuh) was being baptised, etc. Hence this 
prophecy refers to none other than Prophet Muhammad (pbuh). 

4. Gospel of John chapter 16 verse 12-14: 

“I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. Howbeit when he, the 
Spirit of truth is come, he will guide you unto all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but 
whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. He shall 
glorify me”. 

The Sprit of Truth, spoken about in this prophecy referes to none other than Prophet 
Muhammad (pbuh) 
NOTE: All quotations of the Bible are taken from the King James Version. 
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The Coming of the Prophet according to the Bible  
By: Adil Nizamuddin Imran 
IslamiCity* - 

According to the Quran, Prophet Muhammad's coming was foreshadowed by earlier prophets 
and their scriptures. Surah 7:157 states, "Those who follow the messenger, the unlettered 
prophet of whom they find written in their sources, in the Torah and the Gospel. He directs 
them to what is just and forbids them from evil. And he permits them wholesome things and 
forbids them filthy things. He removes their burden for them, and the yokes that were on 
them." This verse is explicitly clear that the earlier divine scriptures foretold the coming of the 
Prophet Muhammad. Let us highlight those passages in the Bible that refer to the coming of 
the prophet, Prophet Muhammad.  
 
First, we read in John 1:19-21:  
 
This is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent to him priests and Levites from Jerusalem 
to ask him, "Who are you?" And he confessed and did not deny, but confessed, "I'm not the 
Christ." They asked him, "What then? Are you Elijah?" And he said "I am not." "Are you the 
Prophet?" And he answered, "No". 
 
From this conversation between John the Baptist and Jewish priests, we learn that the Jews 
are awaiting the coming of three distinct people: the Christ, Elijah, and the Prophet. We now 
know that Jesus was the Christ and Messiah whom the Jews denied but the Muslims later 
affirmed. This leaves Elijah and the Prophet. With respect to Elijah, it is believed by Jews and 
some Christians that he has not yet returned but will do so to announce the Second Coming of 
Jesus Christ.  
 
Thus, we need to account for The Prophet. Even today the Jews are still awaiting his arrival 
and the Christians believe Jesus Christ was the Prophet. This latter assertion of Christians is 
impossible because it is clear from John 1:21 as well as John 1:25 that "The Prophet" is a 
separate and distinct person from Elijah and the Christ. John 1:25 states "Why than are you, 
John the Baptist, baptizing, if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?" The 
questioning priests were trying to identify whether John the Baptist was one of these three 
individuals. The knowledge of the coming of these three was known not only by Jewish priests 
but also ordinary Jews. This is supported by John 7:40-41 which clearly identifies the 
distinction that Jewish people are making with regard to Jesus of Nazareth. John 7:40-41 
states, "Some of the people, therefore, when they heard these words were saying this 
certainly is the Prophet. Others were saying, 'This is the Christ.'" Hence, we can reasonably 
assert that the Prophet and the Christ are two separate and distinct men of God. 
 
We know that Jesus Christ was a prophet, just as John the Baptist was. On the other hand, 
Muslims claim that Prophet Muhammad was the Prophet that Jews were asking about in the 
above passage. In fact, in the entire Quran, which is longer than both the Torah and the New 
Testament, the name "Muhammad" appears only four times. God addresses Prophet 
Muhammad as "the Prophet" or "the Messenger". However, the Jews came to deny his 
Prophet Hood when they learned that he was the descendant of Ishmael and a non-Jew. 
Obviously, this is not a valid reason to reject any prophet of God, let alone the Prophet. The 
fact is that the Jews believed then and even today that they alone are God's chosen people. If 
such a claim were true, what would have happened to all the Gentiles who had not received 
divine guidance, especially the descendants of Ishmael as they had a covenant with God? We 
as Muslims believe that it would be an act of injustice if God had exclusively sent guidance to 
Jews while neglecting other communities.  
 
Moreover, it was prophesied that there would come a time when the prophet would be passed 
from Judah and the Children of Israel to another community.  
 
In Isaiah 3:1-2, it states:  
 
"For behold, the Lord God of hosts is going to remove from Jerusalem and Judah both 
supply and support, the whole supply of bread and the whole supply of water; the mighty 
man and the warrior, the judge and the prophet..."  
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This passage clearly asserts that God will take away from Judah and Jerusalem the Judge and 
the Prophet. Hence, if he (the Prophet) is to come, he must be from outside Jerusalem and not 
from the tribe of Judah. We know that Prophet Muhammad is from descendants of Ishmael 
and he was born in Mecca.  
 
Another explicit validation that foreshadows the coming of Prophet Muhammad is found in 
Genesis 49:10. It states, "The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the rulers staff from 
between his feet, until Shiloh comes, and to him shall be the obedience of the peoples." 
Although the verse is very clear, let us provide some perspective. Before his death, Jacob 
gathered his twelve sons and told them what each one would face in the coming days. In this 
verse, Jacob addresses Judah who is the lawgiver which is confirmed in the statement "and 
Judah is my scepter or lawgiver" (Psalms 60:7). As such, in Genesis 49:10, Jacob informs 
Judah that in the future the scepter will pass from him to Shiloh. The question is: who is 
Shiloh?  
 
Christians believe that Shiloh refers to Jesus Christ. However, this verse cannot be in 
reference to Christ because the scepter was to depart from Judah and go to Shiloh. Jesus is a 
direct descendant of Judah (Matthew 1), and therefore he cannot be Shiloh. In other words, 
Shiloh will possess the scepter and will be the lawgiver, and he will not be from Judah. 
Additionally, the notion that Jesus Christ was Shiloh and the lawgiver can be refuted when we 
consider that according to Christian doctrine Jesus did not produce any new law and nor did 
he claim to be the lawgiver. If we believe the testimony of both Apostles Peter and Paul, they 
were inspired to revoke the erstwhile Jewish law and taught that Christians no longer needed 
to abide by such doctrines. However, 49:10 makes complete sense when we consider Prophet 
Muhammad as Shiloh since he brought forth a new law in the Quran. This is consistent with 
Isaiah 3:1-2, whereby God will remove from Judah the judge and the prophet. Here, the judge 
and the prophet refer to the scepter or lawgiver. 
 
These three passages Ð John 1:21, Genesis 49:10, and Isaiah 3:1 Ð validate the truthfulness of 
Prophet Muhammad as a prophet and messenger of God.  
 
There is another passage that is quite comprehensive and it is found in Isaiah 46:10-11:  
 
"Declaring the end from the beginning, from ancient times things which have not been done, 
Saying 'My purpose will be established and I will accomplish all My good pleasure'; Calling 
a bird of prey from the east, the man of My purpose from a far country. Truly I have 
spoken; truly I will bring it to pass. I have planned it, surely I will do it." (Isaiah 46:10-11).  
 
Some Old Testament commentaries, such as Wesley's Notes and Geneva Study Bible, refer to 
"the man of my purpose" as being Cyrus the Great. But this is erroneous because Cyrus is 
nowhere identified as a prophet or a man of God. Instead, it is believed he was an idol 
worshipper and an unbeliever. If God since the beginning had chosen him for a purpose, he 
would have needed to demonstrate that he was a faithful and obedient servant. Yet his 
primary contribution was to give the Jews permission to rebuild the Temple. King Solomon 
built the Temple in 957 BC and King Nebuchadnezzar destroyed it in 587 BC. Again, it was 
rebuilt by revered prophets such as Zachariah and Ezra in 515 BC with Cyrus' permission and, 
later in 40 BC; Herod the Great expanded the Temple.  

  

Excerpted from the book "Christ Jesus, The Son Of Mary: A Muslim Perspective" by Adil 
Nizamuddin Imran. 

Throughout the ages, the personality of Christ (Peace Be Upon Him) has been the center of 
much controversy. Some have called him a false prophet while some others worship him as 
God or son of God who came to earth in human form. Similar controversies linger around 
his mother, the Virgin Mary. Islam considers Christ as a mighty prophet of God, from 
among His near ones and his mother as an embodiment of piety, chastity and righteousness. 
Unfortunately, this high reverence of Islam to Christ and the Virgin Mary is often ignored 
by the mainstream western intelligentsia and largely unknown to the common western 
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populace. This well researched book describes the status of Jesus in divine Islamic texts and 
will enrich the knowledge of its readers and enlighten them about the Islamic position on 
Christ Jesus - The Son of Mary. 
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According to the Bible, God said to Moses, on whom be peace 

"I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers; I will put my words in 
his mouth, and he will tell them everything I command him. (The Holy Bible, New Testament 
Version, Deutronomy chapter 18, verse 18)  
 
The prophet described in the above verse must have the following three characteristics:  
1. He will be like Moses.  
2. He will come from the brothers of Israelites, i.e. Ishmaelites.  
3. God will put His words in the mouth of the prophet and he will declare what God 
commanded him.  
 
Let us see which prophet, God was speaking of.  
1. The prophet like Moses  
Some people feel that this prophecy refers to the prophet Jesus, on whom be peace. But, 
although Jesus * was truly a prophet of God, he is not the prophet spoken of here. He was 
born miraculously, and finally, God raised him up miraculously. On the other hand, 
Muhammad * is more like Moses *; both were born in a natural way and both died natural 
deaths.  
 
2. From among the Ishmaelites Abraham * had two sons, Ishmael * and Isaac * (Genesis 
chapter 21). Ishmael * became the grandfather of the Arab nation, and Isaac became the 
grandfather of the Jewish nation. The prophet spoken of was to come not the among the Jews 
themselves, but from among their brothers, the Ishmaelites. Muhammad, * a descendant of 
Ishmael, is indeed that prophet.  

 
3. God put His words in his mouth Neither the content of the revelation, nor its 
form, were of Mohammed’s devising. Both were given by the angel, and 
Mohammed’s task was only to repeat what he heard.” (World religion from 
Ancient History to the Present, by Geoffrey Parrindor. Page 472)  
 
 
God sent the angel Gabriel * to teach Muhammad * the exact words that he 
should repeat to the people. The words are therefore not his own; they did not 
come from his own thoughts, but were put into his mouth by the angel. These are 
written down in the Quran, word for word exactly as they came from God.  
Now that we know that prophet, we must listen to him for, according to the 
Bible, God says “ I will punish anyone who refuses to obey him.” (Good News 
Bible, Deut. 18:19)  
 
* Peace be upon all of God’s prophets & messengers.
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The Prophecies of Muhammad (saw) 

One of the ways in which a person proves his prophethood is honesty, whether it be in 
regards to incidents in the past, in their everyday life, or things to come in the future.  In 
addition to the Quran, there are many sayings of Prophet Muhammad which contain 
prophecies he made in his lifetime dealing with near and distant future.  Some of them have 
come true, others await fulfillment.  Hudhaifah, a disciple of Prophet Muhammad, tells us: 

“The Prophet once delivered a speech in front of us wherein he mentioned everything [all the 
signs] that would happen till the Final Hour without leaving anything.  Some of us 
remembered it and some forgot it.  After that speech, I used to see events taking place which 
were referred to in that speech, but I had forgotten them before their occurrence.  Then I 
would recognize such events as a man recognizes another man who has been absent and then 
sees and recognizes him.” (Saheeh Al-Bukhari) 

There are at least 160 known and confirmed prophecies of Prophet Muhammad which 

were fulfilled in his lifetime and the first generation after him. [1]  We will mention some here. 

(1)  Preceding the Battle of Badr, the first and decisive confrontation with pagan Meccans in 
the second year of migration from Mecca in 623 CE, Prophet Muhammad foretold the 
precise spot every pagan Meccan soldier would fall.  Those who witnessed the battle saw 

the prophecy come true with their own eyes.[2] 

(2)  Prophet Muhammad prophesized the Battle of the Confederates (al-Ahzab) would be the 
last invasion the tribe of Quraish (the pagan Meccans) would launch against the 
Muslims.  It was fought in the fifth year of migration, 626 CE and was the last military 

conflict between the two sides.  All Meccans embraced Islam after a few years.[3] 

(3)  The Prophet informed his daughter, Fatima, that she would be the first member of his 
family to die after him.  There are two prophecies in one: Fatima will outlive her father; 

Fatima will be the first member of his household to die after him.  Both were fulfilled.[4] 

(4)  The Prophet Muhammad prophesized Jerusalem would be conquered after his death.[5] 
 The prophecy was fulfilled when, according to Encyclopedia Britannica: “In 638 the 

Muslim Caliph, Umar I, entered Jerusalem.”[6] 

(5)  The Prophet Muhammad prophesized the conquest of Persia.[7]  It was conquered by 
Umar’s commander, Sa’ad bin Abi Waqqas.  In the words of Encyclopedia Britannica: 

“…raids into Sasanian territory were quickly taken up by Muhammad’s Caliphs, or 
deputies, at Medina - Abu Bakr and Umar ibn al-Khattab… an Arab victory at Al-Qadisiyyah 
in 636/637 was followed by the sack of the Sasanian winter capital at Ctesiphon on the Tigris.  

The Battle of Nahavand in 642 completed the Sasanids’ vanquishment.”[8] 

(6)  The Prophet Muhammad prophesized the conquest of Egypt.[9]  In the words of 
Encyclopedia Britannica: 

“Amr… undertook the invasion in 639 with a small army of some 4,000 men (later 
reinforced).  With what seems astonishing speed the Byzantine forces were routed and had 
withdrawn from Egypt by 642… Various explanations have been given for the speed with 

which the conquest was achieved.”[10] 

(7)  The Prophet foretold confrontation with the Turks.[11]  The first conflict took place in the 

caliphate of Umar in 22 AH.[12] 

(8)  The Prophet foretold the first maritime battle to be undertaken by Muslims would be 
witnessed by Umm Haram, the first woman to participate in a naval expedition.  He also 

prophesied the first assault on Constantinople.[13] 

The first maritime battle in Muslim history was in 28 AH in the rule of Mu’awiya.  It was 
witnessed by Umm Haram as foretold by Prophet Muhammad, and Yazid ibn Mu’awiya led 

the first attack on Constantinople in 52 AH.[14] 
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(9)  The prophecy that Rome, Persia, and Yemen will be conquered was made during the 

Battle of Confederates in 626 CE,[15]  under extreme circumstances, as is described by 
the Quran: 

“[Remember] when they came at you from above you and from below you, 
and when eyes shifted [in fear], and hearts reached the throats and you 
assumed about God [various] assumptions.  There, the believers were 
tested and shaken with a severe shaking.  And [remember] when the 
hypocrites and those in whose hearts is disease said, ‘God and His 
Messenger did not promise us except delusion.’” (Quran 33:10-12) 

(10)     Prophet Muhammad prophesized an imposter claiming to speak in the name of God 

would be killed at the hands of a righteous man in Muhammad’s lifetime.[16]  Al-Aswad 
al-Ansi, an imposter prophet in Yemen, was killed in the Prophet’s lifetime by Fayruz al-

Daylami.[17] 

There are at least an additional 28 prophecies pertaining to the end times which are 
awaiting fulfillment. 

Indeed these well-documented prophecies are clear proofs of the Prophethood of 
Muhammad, may the mercy and blessings of God be upon him.  There is no possible way that 
the Prophet could have knowledge of these incidents except if it were inspired by God 
Himself, all in order to further prove the authenticity of the Muhammad, that he was not an 
imposter, but rather a Prophet raised by God to deliver humanity from Hellfire. 
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What is the Criteria for a True Prophet? 
By IslamReligion.com 

Rays from the Same Lamp 

A natural question to ask someone who believes in any prophet is: ‘What are the criteria 
for your belief in him?’  Reasonable criteria would be: 

(i)   evidence for his claim. 

(ii)  consistency in his teachings (about God, afterlife, and similar issues of belief) 

(iii) similarity to the teachings of earlier prophets. 

(iii) integrity: he must be a man of high morals. 

The Bible lends support to our criteria.  The Old Testament says of a false prophet: 

1.    Pretends to be sent by God. Jer 23:17,18,31 

2.    Described as covetous Mic 3:11,  drunken Isa 28:7,  immoral and profane Jer 23:11,14, 
 influenced by evil spirits.  1 Ki 22:21,22 

3.    Prophesizes falsely Jer 5:31, lies in the name of the LordJer 14:14,  out of his own heart 
Jer 23:16,26; Eze 13:2,   in the name of false gods. Jer 2:8 

4.    Often practices divination and witchcraft. Jer 14:14; Eze 22:28; Act 13:6 

5.    Leads people into error Jer 23:13; Mic 3:5,   makes to forget God’s name Jer 23:27, 
 teaches profaneness and sinJer 23:14,15,  and oppresses Eze 22:25 

The New Testament says of Jesus’ criteria to identify false prophets: 

“Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are 
ravening wolves.  Ye shall know them by their fruits.  Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs 
of thistles?  Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth 
evil fruit.” Matthew 7:15-17 (King James Version) 

We learn the following: 

(i)   prophecy will continue after Jesus. 

(ii)  beware of false prophets. 

(iii) the criteria to identify a false prophet is his fruits, that is his works or deeds. "According 
to ‘Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words.’ 

As stated earlier, Muhammad claimed unequivocally, ‘I am God’s Messenger.’  If a person 
evaluates his claim on the above criteria, he will find it meets the criteria completely. 

In Islamic doctrine, all prophets constitute a spiritual fraternity of brothers with a single 
‘father,’ but different ‘mothers.’  The ‘father’ is prophethood and unity of God, the ‘mothers’ 
are the different Laws they brought.  Emphasizing the spiritual fraternity of all prophets, 
Prophet Muhammad said: 

“I am the closest of all people to the son of Mary (Jesus).  The prophets are paternal brothers, 
their mothers are different, but their religion is one.” (Saheeh Al-Bukhari, Saheeh Muslim) 

All prophets are ‘rays’ from the same ‘Lamp’: the central message of all prophets 
throughout ages was to dedicate worship to God only.  That’s why Islam views denying a 
single prophet as equivalent to denying them all.  The Quran states: 

“Indeed, those who deny God and His messengers, and wish to separate God from His 
messengers, saying: ‘We believe in some but reject others’ and want to pursue a path in-
between - it is they, they who are truly denying the truth: and for those who deny the truth We 
have readied shameful suffering.  But as for those who believe in God and His messengers and 
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make no distinction between any of them - unto them, in time, will He grant their rewards [in 
full].  And God is indeed much-forgiving, a dispenser of grace.” (Quran 4:150-152) 

  

Denying the prophethood of Muhammad is tantamount to denying all prophets.  The 
prophethood of Muhammad is known just like the prophethood of Moses and Jesus is known: 
the numerous reports of their miracles that have reached us.  The Book brought by 
Muhammad (the Quran) is fully preserved, and His Law is complete and applicable to today’s 
world.  Moses brought the Law and justice, Jesus brought grace and flexibility.  Muhammad 
combined between the Law of Moses and the grace of Jesus. 

If someone were to say, ‘he was an imposter,’ others are more fit to be charged with this 
accusation.  Hence, denying Muhammad is denying one’s own prophets.  If a reasonable 
person looks at two bright stars, he must acknowledge both are stars, he cannot say to one, 
‘Yes, this one is a bright star,’ but deny the other!  Doing so would be denying reality and a lie. 

Make a table of all the prophets you believe in.  Start from the first one to the last one you 
believe in.  Answer the following questions: 

What is the evidence I believe he was a true prophet? 

What was the mission of the prophet in his own words? 

Did he bring a Law?  Is his Law applicable today? 

What scripture did he bring?  How is its content and meaning? 

Is the scripture preserved in the original language it was revealed in?  Is it considered a 
literary authority, free of internal inconsistencies? 

What do you know of his morals and integrity? 

Compare all the prophets you have listed and then answer the same questions about 
Muhammad.  Then ask yourself, ‘Can I honestly take Muhammad out of my list because he 
does not meet the criteria as other prophets?’  It will not take too much effort to discover that 
the evidence for Muhammad’s prophethood is stronger and more convincing. 

A skeptic need consider what is so unusual about Muhammad’s claim to be a prophet?  
When did God declare an end to prophecy before him?  Who decided that there would not be 
any more divine communication with human beings?  With no evidence to block divine 
revelation, it is natural to accept a continuity of revelation: 

“Indeed, We have sent you with the truth, as a bearer of glad tidings and a 
Warner: for there never was any community but a Warner has [lived and] 
passed away in its midst.” (Quran 35:24) 

“And We sent forth Our messengers, one after another: [and] every time 
their messenger came to a community, they gave him the lie: and so We 
caused them to follow one another [into the grave], and let them become 
[mere] tales: and so - away with the folk who would not believe!” (Quran 
23:44) 

This is true especially when the truth was perverted by Jews and Christians, the 
Christians claiming Jesus was the son of God and Jews calling him an illegitimate son of 
Joseph the Carpenter.  Muhammad brought the truth: Jesus was God’s noble prophet born of 
a miraculous virgin birth.  As a result, Muslims believe in Jesus and love him, neither going to 
the extreme like the Christians, nor disparaging him like the Jews. 
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 What They say About Muhammad (pbuh) 

During the centuries of the crusades, all sorts of slanders were invented against Prophet 
Muhammad (pbuh). But with the birth of the modern age, marked with religious tolerance 
and freedom of thought, there has been a great change in the approach of Western authors in 
their delineation of his life and character. The views of some non-Muslim scholars regarding 
Prophet Muhammad, given at the end, justify this opinion.  

But the West has still to go a step forward to discover the greatest reality about Muhammad 
(pbuh)  and that is his being the true and the last Prophet of God for the whole humanity. In 
spite of all its objectivity and enlightenment there has been no sincere and objective attempt 
by the West to understand the Prophethood of Muhammad (pbuh). It is so strange that very 
glowing tributes are paid to him for his integrity and achievement but his claim of being the 
Prophet of God has been rejected explicitly or implicitly. It is here that a searching of the heart 
is required, and a review of the so-called objectivity is needed. The following glaring facts 
from the life of Muhammad (pbuh) have been furnished to facilitate an unbiased, logical and 
objective decision regarding his Prophethood.  

Up to the age of forty, Muhammad was not known as a statesman, a preacher or an orator. He 
was never seen discussing the principles of metaphysics, ethics, law, politics, economics or 
sociology. No doubt he possessed an excellent character, charming manners and was highly 
cultured. Yet there was nothing so deeply striking and so radically extraordinary in him that 
would make men expect something great and revolutionary from him in the future. But when 
he came out of the Cave (HIRA) with a new message, he was completely transformed. Is it 
possible for such a person of the above qualities to turn all of a sudden into 'an impostor' and 
claim to be the Prophet of Allah and invite all the rage of his people? One might ask: for what 
reason did he suffer all those hardships? His people offered to accept him as their King and he 
would leave the preaching of his religion. But he chose to refuse their tempting offers and go 
on preaching his religion single-handedly in face of all kinds of insults, social boycott and even 
physical assault by his own people. Was it not only God's support and his firm will to 
disseminate the message of Allah and his deep-rooted belief that ultimately Islam would 
emerge as the only way of life for humanity, that he stood like a mountain in the face of all 
opposition and conspiracies to eliminate him? Furthermore, had he come with a design of 
rivalry with the Christians and the Jews, why should he have made belief in Jesus Christ and 
Moses and other Prophets of God (peace be upon them), a basic requirement of faith without 
which no one could be a Muslim?  

Is it not an incontrovertible proof of his Prophethood that in spite of being unlettered and 
having led a very normal and quiet life for forty years, when he began preaching his message, 
all of Arabia stood in awe and wonder and was bewitched by his wonderful eloquence and 
oratory? It was so matchless that the whole legion of Arab poets, preachers and orators of the 
highest calibre failed to bring forth its equivalent. And above all, how could he then 
pronounce truths of a scientific nature contained in the Qur'an that no other human being 
could possible have developed at that time?  

Last but not least, why did he lead a hard life even after gaining power and authority? Just 
ponder over the words he uttered while dying: "We the community of the Prophets are not 
inherited. Whatever we leave is for charity."  

As a matter of fact, Muhammad (pbuh) is the last link of the chain of Prophets sent in 
different lands and times since the very beginning of the human life on this planet. Read the 
following writings of the Western authors:  

"If greatness of purpose, smallness of means, and astounding results are the three criteria of 
human genius, who could dare to compare any great man in modern history with 
Muhammad? The most famous men created arms, laws and empires only. They founded, if 
anything at all, no more than material powers which often crumbled away before their eyes. 
This man moved not only armies, legislations, empires, peoples and dynasties, but millions of 
men in one-third of the then inhabited world; and more than that, he moved the altars, the 
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gods, the religions, the ideas, the beliefs and souls. . . his forbearance in victory, his ambition, 
which was entirely devoted to one idea and in no manner striving for an empire; his endless 
prayers, his mystic conversations with God, his death and his triumph after death; all these 
attest not to an imposture but to a firm conviction which gave him the power to restore a 
dogma. This dogma was twofold, the unity of God and the immateriality of God; the former 
telling what God is, the latter telling what God is not; the one overthrowing false gods with the 
sword, the other starting an idea with words."  

"Philosopher, orator, apostle, legislator, warrior, conqueror of ideas, restorer of rational 
dogmas, of a cult without images; the founder of twenty terrestrial empires and of one 
spiritual empire, that is Muhammad. As regards all standards by which human greatness may 
be measured, we may well ask, is there any man greater than he?"  

Lamartine, HISTOIRE DE LA TURQUIE, Paris, 1854, Vol. II, pp. 276-277.  

"It is not the propagation but the permanency of his religion that deserves our wonder, the 
same pure and perfect impression which he engraved at Mecca and Medina is preserved, after 
the revolutions of twelve centuries by the Indian, the African and the Turkish proselytes of the 
Koran. . . The Mahometans have uniformly withstood the temptation of reducing the object of 
their faith an devotion to a level with the senses and imagination of man. 'I believe in One God 
and Mahomet the Apostle of God' is the simple and invariable profession of Islam. The 
intellectual image of the Deity has never been degraded by any visible idol; the honours of the 
prophet have never transgressed the measure of human virtue, and his living precepts have 
restrained the gratitude of his disciples within the bounds of reason and religion."  

Edward Gibbon and Simon Ocklay, HISTORY OF THE SARACEN EMPIRE, London, 1870, p. 
54.  

"He was Caesar and Pope in one; but he was Pope without Pope's pretensions, Caesar without 
the legions of Caesar: without a standing army, without a bodyguard, without a palace, 
without a fixed revenue; if ever any man had the right to say that he ruled by the right divine, 
it was Mohammed, for he had all the power without its instruments and without its supports."  

Bosworth Smith, MOHAMMAD AND MOHAMMADANISM, London, 1874, p. 92.  

"It is impossible for anyone who studies the life and character of the great Prophet of Arabia, 
who knows how he taught and how he lived, to feel anything but reverence for that mighty 
Prophet, one of the great messengers of the Supreme. And although in what I put to you I 
shall say many things which may be familiar to many, yet I myself feel whenever I re-read 
them, a new way of admiration, a new sense of reverence for that mighty Arabian teacher."  

Annie Besant, THE LIFE AND TEACHINGS OF MUHAMMAD, Madras,1932, p. 4.  

"His readiness to undergo persecutions for his beliefs, the high moral character of the men 
who believed in him and looked up to him as leader, and the greatness of his ultimate 
achievement - all argue his fundamental integrity. To suppose Muhammad an impostor raises 
more problems than it solves. Moreover, none of the great figures of history is so poorly 
appreciated in the West as Muhammad."  

W. Montgomery Watt, MOHAMMAD AT MECCA, Oxford, 1953, p. 52.  

"Muhammad, the inspired man who founded Islam, was born about A.D. 570 into an Arabian 
tribe that worshipped idols. Orphaned at birth, he was always particularly solicitous of the 
poor and needy, the widow and the orphan, the slave and the downtrodden. At twenty, he was 
already a successful businessman, and soon became director of camel caravans for a wealthy 
widow. When he reached twenty-five, his employer, recognizing his merit, proposed marriage. 
Even though she was fifteen years older, he married her, and as long as she lived, remained a 
devoted husband.  
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"Like almost every major prophet before him, Muhammad fought shy of serving as the 
transmitter of God's word, sensing his own inadequacy. But the angel commanded "Read." So 
far as we know, Muhammad was unable to read or write, but he began to dictate those 
inspired words which would soon revolutionize a large segment of the earth: "There is one 
God."  

"In all things Muhammad was profoundly practical. When his beloved son Ibrahim died, an 
eclipse occurred, and rumours of God's personal condolence quickly arose. Whereupon 
Muhammad is said to have announced, "An eclipse is a phenomenon of nature. It is foolish to 
attribute such things to the death or birth of a human being." "At Muhammad's own death an 
attempt was made to deify him, but the man who was to become his administrative successor 
killed the hysteria with one of the noblest speeches in religious history: "If there are any 
among you who worshipped Muhammad, he is dead. But if it is God you worshipped, He lives 
forever."  

James A. Michener, "ISLAM: THE MISUNDERSTOOD RELIGION," in READER'S DIGEST 
(American edition), May 1955, pp. 68-70.  

"My choice of Muhammad to lead the list of the world's most influential persons may surprise 
some readers and may be questioned by others, but he was the only man in history who was 
supremely successful on both the religious and secular level."  

Michael H. Hart, THE 100: A RANKING OF THE MOST INFLUENTIAL PERSONS IN 
HISTORY, New York: Hart Publishing Company, Inc., 1978, p. 33.  
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